DEFRA-DFID Joint press statement on IAASTD

The UK welcomes the reports of the International Assessment of Agricultural Science and Technology for Development (IAASTD) and congratulates the authors, editors, Director and all those involved with the process.  Given increasing food prices and their impact on poor people combined with the challenges to agriculture by climate change, they are very timely.

The IAASTD is a unique assessment involving governments, civil society and academics.  The IAASTD reports are a very valuable and important contribution to the debate and understanding on agricultural knowledge, science and technology and its potential to reduce poverty and hunger around the world.

The UK is pleased to see that many leading British social and agricultural scientists have been involved, and that Professor Bob Watson was the Director of the Assessment.  The UK Government also provided over £500,000 to support the Assessment.

EDITOR’S NOTES
· IAASTD Sponsors: FAO, GEF, UNDP, UNEP, UNESCO, the World Bank and WHO
· IAASTD Costs:  US$ 11 million of which the UK has contributed £500,000.  Most of the scientists involved have contributed their time free of charge.

· IAASTD Leadership: The Director of the Secretariat, Robert T. Watson and the IAASTD Chairs Judi Wakhungu (Executive Director, African Centre for Technology Studies) and Hans R. Herren (President, Millennium Institute) are responsible for the intellectual leadership of the project. After Professor Watson was appointed DEFRA’s Chief Scientist he continued his role as IAASTD Director independently of his role with DEFRA.

· IAASTD reports:

· Global and Regional Summaries for Decision Makers

· Global and Regional Reports

· Synthesis of Global and Regional Reports

· There reports were considered for approval and acceptance at a Final Plenary Sessions 7-12 April, 2008 Johannesburg, South Africa.

· IAASTD reports were launched on 15 April

