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UK hails new aid partnership with emerging powers 
 
UK International Development Secretary, Andrew Mitchell, has welcomed a historic 
agreement with countries including China on improving aid effectiveness. 
 
Andrew Mitchell was in Beijing on Tuesday for discussions with the Chinese government, 
as part of ongoing work to cement a new development partnership between the two 
countries. 
 
Hours later China joined other emerging economies to confirm they would endorse the 
new deal at Busan. This paves the way for a new approach to aid effectiveness which 
recognises the increasingly important role played by emerging economies, alongside 
traditional donors and others. 
 
Speaking after helping broker the deal, Andrew Mitchell said: 
 
“It just wouldn’t have made sense for a global deal on aid effectiveness to go ahead 
without the involvement of China and other major players in international development.   
 
“Not only has China got valuable experience to share - cutting the proportion of its people 
living below the poverty line from 84 per cent to 16 per cent in just 25 years - but it is also 
a major investor in Africa and the developing world. Their continued presence at the table, 
alongside other emerging economies, ensures this deal reflects the reality of today’s 
development landscape.    
 
“What matters now is translating words into reality on the ground. It is vital that everyone 
involved in this deal takes concrete steps to move this new partnership forward.”   
 
Andrew Mitchell also welcomed a statement by political leaders, supporting Busan’s 
objectives and Korea’s leadership of the talks.  
 
UK priorities for the talks, all of which are reflected in the agreement, included: 
 
1. Aid based on results: Britain has led the way on getting donors and poor countries to 
agree at Busan to a new ‘results frameworks’ to ensure aid is delivering measurable 
results – for example the UK will help to get 9 million children from developing countries 
into primary education each year.  
 
Britain is pioneering a new system of ‘aid by results’. Three pilot programmes are now 
running, including education projects in Ethiopia and Rwanda that make payments based 
on the number of children passing exams. A health project in Uganda is also looking at 
linking aid to numbers of children and pregnant women receiving treatment.  
 

http://www.dfid.gov.uk/�


2. Greater transparency:  Donors must be more transparent, so that poor countries can 
plan; donors can coordinate better and learn from each other; and citizens can hold 
governments to account for their decisions and their actions.   
 
In February Britain became the first country in the world to publish data in line with the 
International Aid Transparency Initiative (IATI) open data standards as a key part of the 
UK Aid Transparency Guarantee and is urging others to do the same.  The US and 
Canada, as well as the International Fund for Agricultural Development and Inter-American 
Development Bank have signed up to IATI at Busan, following Britain’s lead. 
 
3. Fragile states: Britain helped lead negotiations for a 'New Deal' for fragile and conflict-
affected countries. Because of this New Deal, donors and fragile countries at Busan will 
sign up to better ways of working, tailored to the challenges of working in these countries.  
 
Britain will work with Afghanistan and South Sudan to become among the first countries to 
adopt this New Deal.  
 
4. Cooperation with new aid donors: Emerging powers like China, Mexico, Brazil and 
India are becoming increasingly influential providers of support and assistance to poorer 
countries. Richer nations must collaborate with emerging powers to share experience. 
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